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Innovative partnership 
spurs creation of  
Sensory Garden 
After more than a year in the making, the 
Greater Detroit Agency for the Blind and  
Visually Impaired (GDABVI) and the The 
Greening of Detroit unveiled a unique new  
garden that piques the senses of smell, taste 
and touch.  Made possible with the generous 
support of the Carls Foundation, the Sensory 
Garden further beautifies Detroit’s West Side 
while providing GDABVI clients an opportunity 
to utilize and develop their sensory skills. 
 
“This is an excellent example of how nonprofits 
can collaborate in innovative ways,” said 
GDABVI President & CEO Gail McEntee.  “Our organizations would seem to have missions that 
aren’t necessarily compatible, but they really are.  We both want to make metro Detroit a better 
place for everyone, be they sighted or visually impaired.” 
  
The Greening of Detroit President Rebecca Salminen Witt added, “We want to motivate people  
throughout the area to help improve our ecosystem and enjoy the natural environment.   
GDABVI’s lovely garden was designed to provide an ideal place for individuals who are blind and 
visually impaired to explore their environment.” 
  
The garden is being utilized to teach children who are blind and visually impaired how to develop 
sensory skills while exploring science and nature.  Other GDABVI clients, along with visitors and 
staff, are enjoying the garden and will continue to do so for years to come. 
 
GDABVI thanks the Carls Foundation for its commitment to southeast Michigan and its support of 
the project.  GDABVI also thanks The Greening of Detroit for its hard work in making such a  
wonderful collaboration possible. 
 
A very special thank you goes out to volunteers from MAS Youth, a division of the Muslim  
American Society that prepares young people to be at the forefront of development in their  
communities.  Their tremendous effort played a key role in the planting of the garden. 
 
If you wish to visit the GDABVI Sensory Garden, or would like more information about  
any other items contained in this newsletter, please contact Rob Boyle at 313-272-3900 or 
boyle@gdabvi.org. 

Board members Tim Daniel, Fred Simpson (Chairman), 
Carlos Mejia, Outreach Coordinator Mary Beth Kullen 

and students from GDABVI’s Summer Enrichment 
Camp were on hand for the Sensory Garden ribbon 

cutting ceremony in late July.  



Foundation to support teens on the road to independence  
 
For the first time, GDABVI is offering a program this fall that will help teens 
with visual impairments learn how to live on their own.  Made possible in  
part through the generous support from the Delta Sigma Theta Detroit 
Foundation’s Jerrylee Johnson Memorial Fund, the program will guide 

young people through a process of finding and moving into an apartment.   
 
The program, Independent Living in the Real World: Getting Started, will take into account such 
needs as access to bus routes, appropriate lighting and aids that are available to persons who 
are blind and visually impaired.  It also focuses on moving, budgeting and furnishing.   
 
“The program is designed to give young people who are about to enter adulthood a clearer 
sense of how to be independent,” says Community Outreach Coordinator Mary Beth Kullen. 
 
Delta Sigma Theta Detroit Foundation’s Jerrylee Johnson Memorial Fund was established to 
continue the legacy of Ms. Johnson, who was teacher in the Detroit Public Schools for more 
than 30 years, as well as a tireless volunteer and community activist.  She passed away in 2005 
at the age of 104.   
 
GDABVI thanks the Delta Sigma Theta Detroit Foundation for its support and is proud to be  
associated with the legacy of Ms. Johnson. 
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Children learn valuable skills at Summer Enrichment Camp 
In its fourth consecutive year, the GDABVI Summer 
Enrichment Camp has given children between the 
ages of six and 15 an opportunity to participate in  
activities chosen specifically to develop important life 
skills.  GDABVI thanks all of the individuals and  
organizations that supported its Summer Enrichment 
Camp through direct contributions and the Detroit 
Free Press Summer Dreams grant program. 
 
Camp activities included shopping at a department 
store, preparing food and picnicking at Campus  
Martius Park.  All Summer Enrichment activities are 
chosen to help children develop greater  
independence and social interaction skills, as well as 
give them a greater sense of their own potential. 
 
In June, the agency also offered a one-week Goalball 
camp.  Created in Austria in the late 1940s, Goalball 
is a team sport designed specifically for athletes who are blind, with partially sighted participants 
wearing blindfolds.   
 
“Children with visual impairments have unique learning needs that exceed school year programs,” 
says Mary Beth Kullen, GDABVI Community Outreach Coordinator.  “Our summer programming 
focuses on these needs, and also encourages kids to explore the community we live in.”     

Judo is an opportunity to exercise, but also to 
develop orientation and mobility skills, along 
with balance, posture and spatial awareness.   



GDABVI Rehabilitation Services help adults and seniors 
 
Rehabilitation teaching helps those who are blind or visually impaired live independently.  
GDABVI offers assessment, counseling and training to adults and seniors in the comfort of their 
own homes.  Instruction includes communication skills and the teaching of Braille, as wells as 
daily living skills such as food preparation, money management and use of appliances. 
 
GDABVI professional staff conducts more than 1400 home visits annually at no charge to clients.  
If you know of an adult or senior who is legally blind and may benefit from GDABVI’s services, 
you can contact the Agency at 313-272-3900 or info@gdabvi.org. 

www.GDABVI.org 

GDABVI Welcomes Robert Boyle 
 
We are pleased to announce that Robert Boyle has joined GDABVI as Director of Development 
and Communications.  Rob has more than 15 years combined marketing, communications and 
development experience in the nonprofit and for-profit sectors.   
 
Most recently, he worked at United Way for Southeastern Michigan, where he held positions in 
communications and fund development, as well as managing a grant program that helped 
nonprofits plan capital improvements.  Rob has also been a news contributor and music host on 
Detroit Public Radio, WDET-FM.   
 
Graduating Cum Laude from Wayne State University, Rob holds a BA in Political Science with 
concentrated coursework in English/Film Studies. 
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Jacqueline Ingram  was excited to become a  
volunteer member of The Greening of Detroit/ 
GDABVI Sensory Garden Planning Committee, but 
she brought more than just enthusiasm to the  
meetings.  As a woman who is visually impaired, she 
was able to provide her perspective on elements of  
a garden that would have meaning to her.   
 
Jacqueline, who lives a little over a mile away from 
GDABVI’s offices, would walk to meetings.  She is 
the epitome of independence for blind and visually 
impaired individuals and is an inspiration to everyone 
she meets. 
 
When planting day finally arrived, Jacqueline set 
aside her white cane and began digging, placing 
pavers and putting in ground cover.   
 
“It was really a wonderful experience,” says Jacqueline, who shared her thoughts at the Sensory 
Garden unveiling ceremony in July.  “I think it’s a blessing that I can put things into the ground for 
others to appreciate.” 

Volunteer Spotlight— Jacqueline Ingram 

Jacqueline Ingram (pictured center) with GDABVI 
Board Chair Fred Simpson, President & CEO Gail 
McEntee, Greening of Detroit President Rebecca 

Salminen Witt and Raymond J. Solomon from  
Mayor Kilpatrick’s office. 



 Thank you for supporting our mission to 
increase the self-reliance and dignity of men, 

women and children throughout southeast 
Michigan who are blind and visually impaired. 

 

GDABVI Contr ibutors,  January 2006—July  2007 

Benefactor ($500 - $999) 
 

Hearts & Hands Together, IBM Employees and Retirees 
Joel L. Pelavin, M.D. 

Bonnie M. Reyes 
 

Patron ($250 - $499) 
 

John W. Cameron, Cameron Sales Company 
Delta Gamma, Grosse Pointe Alumnae 

Gail L. McEntee 
Judge Paul S. Teranes 

Millennium ($1,000+)  
 

Detroit Mid City Lions Club 
Detroit Northwest Lions Club 

Susan S. Thoms, M.D. & David M. Thoms 

Bequests, Estates and Major Gifts 
 

Estate of Grace Ruth Rexin 
The Elizabeth, Allan & Warren Shelden Fund 
Delta Sigma Theta Detroit Foundation, Inc. 

Linda J. Ball 
Drs. Joyce A. & David Benjamins 

Patricia Charbonneau 
Daniel J. Church 

Tim Daniel 
Detroit Council of the Blind 

Detroit North Central Lions Club 
Alice Engibous 

Ford Lean Learning Academy 
Patricia A. Gardner 

Grosinger, Spigelman & Grey Eye Surgeons 
The Helping Hands of Detroit 

Infineon Technologies Foundation 
Martha Jurma 

Carol L. Marston-Foucher, O.D. 

Konica Albin Minolta 
Joseph McKevitz 

Carlos A. Mejia, Sr. 
Petersburg-Summerfield Lions Club 

Charlotte D. & Benjamin J. Pumo 
Leonard W. Robinson 

Staff - Greenfield District Probation Office,  
Michigan Department of Corrections 

James R. Thomas 
Robert Tucker 

University New Gratiot Lions 
Betty L. Welsh 

Blanchard S. White 
Lynn M. Wiggins 

 

Century ($100 - $249) 

Sr. Mary Andrew 
Mary Anne Barczak 

Bedford Township Lions Club 
Blossom Bigger 

Rob & Lynnette Boyle 
Carma J. Brubaker 
Cynthia A. Champa 
James W. Cheaney 

Larry L. Chrysler 
Eleanor P. Cooper 

Daniel Crane, Arrow Office 
Supply 

Steven Davidson 

Charles E. Frederick 
Florine Galbraith 

Florence P. Gluvna 
Ernestine Jefferson 

Joe Jones, Jr. 
Marianne Jungels 

Mike Kendle, K & K Scape 
Shirley E. & Don P. La Sage 

Ollie Lester 
Anthony Montella, O.D. 

Frank H. Mullen 
Dr. Edward Nedwicki 

Mary Noxakis 

Bud Robinson 
Dorothy Sornick 

Marjorie A. Storch 
Debra A. Suzore 
Obera Thomas 
Wanda A. Torp 
Helen Vizina 

Annie Bell Watson 
Dale J. Watts 

William J. Wood 
Lucy R. Wright 

Zeta Phi Beta Sorority,  
Lambda Rho Zeta Chapter 

 

John W. Cameron 
Mary Jane Dempler 

Cheryl Dunham  
Vipul Patel  

Leonard W. Robinson  
 
 
 

Donor ($99 or less) In-kind donations 



www.GDABVI.org 

Detroit Free Press & Skillman Foundation Summer Dreams Matching Program 
Linda Allgeyer 

Bill Basse 
Carla E. Blakey 

James W. Cheaney 
Tim Daniel 

Detroit Council of the Blind 
Detroit Mid City Lions Club 

Charles E. Frederick 
Carrie Harleton 

Beverley Katz, O.D 
Konica-Minolta-Albin 

Ollie Lester 
Florence A. Lucas 

Carol L. Marston-Foucher, O.D. 
Gail L. McEntee 

Anthony Montella, O.D. 
Northwest Detroit Lions Club 

Petersburg-Summerfield Lions Club 

Sally K. Petrella & Paul A. Stark 
Bonnie M. Reyes 

Frederick J. Simpson 
James L. Sparks 

Judge Paul S. Teranes 
Susan S. Thoms, M.D. 

Lynn M. Wiggins 
Anonymous Donor 

 

Murali M. Adapa 
Bhimaraddi Alavandi 
Chula R. Alexander 

Gregory P. Bankowski 
Eduardo Barretto 
Danielle R. Black 
Erica D. Blackwell 
Carla E. Blakey 

Richard D. Boday 
Peter Boguslawski 

Jeffrey W. Bonesteel 
Joel Brickner 
Susan Buhr 

Sheila R. Bunts 
James R. Carl 

Bala S. Chander 
Diane L. Chudy 

William C. Churchman 
Victoria Cornwell 

Dominic J. Costantini 
Robin L. Dalsasso 
Melanie S. Deisler 
Monish Dhingra 

Susan M. Dolack 
Diane B. Dorsch 

Patricia S. Dyble 
Mark B. Dymski 
Arthur C. Endres 

Lucia Ene 
Gloria M. Engel 

Patricia K. Evans 
K. Finucane 

Lisa M. Fitzgerald 
Laxman D. Gehi 
Nader Ghoujeghi 

Vikram V. Gokhale 
F. S. Greco 

Paul R. Gretka 
Jerome V. Harris 
Lance K. Heilbrun 

Rebecca M. Henninger 
Delores A. Hobart 
Tracy Inosencio 

Michael A. Janeczko 
Harish Jayaram 

Surinder S. Judge 
Joanne F. Keefer 
Susan M. Kelel 
Nilesh Kodikal 

Mary Beth Kullen 

Arlanda R. Laidler 
Ollie Lester 

Michelle Lewis 
Paul Lukasik 

Kenneth J. Mallo 
Timothy R. Matyas 

Gail L. McEntee 
Douglas G. McWatt 

Elaine I. Miles 
Marlin L. Mitchell 

Alexander Mourtos 
Mohammad A. Mubeen 

Bhavani Nallamilli 
Mr. Nelson 

Christopher Oberski 
Ann R. O’Neill 

Joyce F. Parker 
Kelly Povilaitis 

Roland E. Pruett 
Francois L. Raymond 

Gopi Reddy 
Patrick M. Ritter 

Gregory Rojowski 
George R. Salinas 

Michael J. Schanerberger 

Ronald Sehee 
Manjula Sennimuth 

Tammy A. Smith 
Ellen D. Snider 

Garry Sommerville 
Lawrence P. Strasser 

John E. Szpytman 
Pham D. Thanh 
Edwin C. Todd 

Stephen M. Trzesniowski 
Jerome Tzau 

Allan S. Van Slyke 
Tamera Varkas 

Bryan M. Vartanian 
Narayana S. Venugopal 

Thomas M. Watson 
Lynn M. Wiggins 
Patrice S. Wilkes 
Larry J. Wroza 

Joy Xavier 
Christopher M. Yerkovich 

Arlene Zalewski 
Kurt Zielske 

 
 

Supporters of GDABVI through United Way designation 

Pamela & Harold Nonken 
Ann Mandelbaum-Mann 

Ann Gonte Silver 
Ann Mandelbaum-Mann 

Lynn M. Wiggins 
Martha J. Jurma, Jurma Family Trust 

Honorariums 

Minna Alperin 
Low Vision Associates 

Susan R. Gormezano, O.D. & 
Philip Raznik, O.D. 

 
Kathryn Churchill 
Janet M. Brentz 

Larry and Millie Condino 
Bonnie L. Haberl 

Mt. Hope United Methodist 
Women 

Jill M. Restum 
 

James L. Clay 
Patricia A. Pollock 

 
Jeanette M. Evans 

Gail L. McEntee 
Susan S. Thoms, M.D. 

Gail Gevercer 
Lee Ann Gevercer 

 
Mark Glowacki 

Susan R. Gormezano, O.D. 
 

Norman Hagman 
Susan S. Thoms, M.D. 

 
Stephan C. Holmes 

Patricia E. & David L. Banks 
John & Joy Guzik 

Carol L.  Marston-Foucher, O.D. 
Gail L. McEntee 

Alice & Raymond Raftary 
 

Henrietta Johnson 
Sandra C. Farr 

 

Lucille Jones 
Ferndale Senior Citizens 

Group 
 

Diane Kaye 
Susan R. Gormezano, O.D. 

 
Carolyn Nofsinger 

Low Vision Associates,  
Susan R Gormezano, O.D.  

& Philip Raznik, O.D. 
 

Lottie Paslawski 
Robert J. Paslawski 

 
Ralph C. Petersen 
Anne B. Petersen 

 
 

Cynthia M. Porter 
Florence A. Lucas 

 
Mr. & Mrs. E.V. Robinson, Jr. 

Leonard W. Robinson 
 

Mary Vetich 
Nadia Marks 

 
Alice Wegner 

Low Vision Associates 
Susan R. Gormezano, O.D. 

& Philip Raznik, O.D. 
 

Memorials 
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Planned giving lasts beyond a 
lifetime 
 
A planned gift to GDABVI provides meaningful 
impact to men, women and children who are 
blind and visually impaired.  It can also bring  
immediate and deferred tax advantages to you 
and your heirs. 
 
If you have named GDABVI as a beneficiary in 
your estate planning, please let us know.  We 
want to keep you informed about the programs 
you care most about.  More importantly, we’d 
like to thank you. 
 
If you would like more information about making 
a planned gift, please contact Gail McEntee at 
313-272-3900. 

The Greater Detroit Agency for the 
Blind and Visually Impaired (GDABVI) 
provides quality, innovative services that 
increase self-reliance, productivity and 
dignity for persons who are blind or visually 
impaired. 
 
GDABVI provides in-home rehabilitation 
services to adults and seniors, community 
education programs on eye health and 
safety, summer programming for children 
and youth, and Accessible Computer 
Training at regional libraries for the blind. 
 
GDABVI, a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization, is 
a United Way partner agency accredited by 
the National Accreditation Council for 
Agencies Serving the Blind and Visually 
Handicapped. 
 
If you would like to learn more about GDABVI 
programs and services, or would like to 
donate or volunteer, please call  
313-272-3900 or visit our website at  
www.GDABVI.org. 

 

WE’RE ON THE WEB! 
CHECK US OUT AT 
WWW.GDABVI.ORG 
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